The Good News of

First Presbyterian
Church
Marshalltown, Iowa
641-753-5929
The Purpose Statement for the First
Presbyterian Church of Marshalltown
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Growing in Christ through worship.
Reaching out in fellowship.
Affirming faith through discipleship.
Caring for the lost through evangelism.
Embracing others in mission and ministry.

January Memory Verse
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
2 Corinthians 5:17

Words of Wisdom
from Rev. Tom Bower
MANY MOVING PARTS
Combines. Many
moving parts. Yes, I’m
talking about the machines.
The ones that harvest corn
or beans or wheat, or oats.
You get my meaning.
Why am I thinking
about combines in the
middle of winter? Well, I love combines. Or I should
say I love to operate combines. I grew up on a
farm. And even now, after I “retired” (smile) I like to
work for local farmers during harvest.
A church is like a combine. It has many
“moving” parts. If you analyze the parts, you see
their differences and/or similarities. You learn what
they can do and what they can’t do. You have an
eye out for parts that might be wearing out. And,
get this, many of the parts are beautiful.
Did I just say combine parts are beautiful?
Yep. But one belt breaks and you’re stuck. One
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pully freezes up and you’re finished, at least for the
day. There is the header, the feeder house, the
thresher, separator, cleaning fan and straw
chopper. Need I say more? The modern combine
has nearly 17,000 parts. That’s 17 with three zeros.
Coming into a church as I just have, can be
overwhelming because things have changed just
as the technology of harvesting changes. And it
takes some getting used to. There are many
moving parts. There are people; imagine that!
People of different backgrounds, personalities,
likes, dislikes, musical tastes, preferences of
certain colors of paint on the restroom walls. And
people even prefer this preacher to that preacher!
The Scripture speaks of being one body having
many parts.
I Corinthians 12:12 says, “The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though
all its parts are many, they form one body. So it
is with Christ.”
Now, now, I know I shouldn’t add to
Scripture! But the Bible didn’t know about
combines with 17,000 parts. But I think the Bible
understood that it takes only one part, even a very
small part to shut the machine down. I’ve been
shut down for hours in the field, waiting for the
mechanics to come and get me going again – fix or
replace the defective part. My point is simple,
whether we’re a “big” part or a “tiny” part, we are
important and valued, AND we are so valuable that
our negativity or bitterness or selfishness, or
absence can shut down the whole machine. That’s
apparently why Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:30,
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God for
whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.”
I pray that I will never be an obstacle, even
in any small part I might play, to what the Spirit
wants to do in our situation. I hope that you have
the same prayer for your role.
- Rev. Tom Bower
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Congregational Meeting
A “called” meeting (distinct from “annual” meeting)
of the congregation was held via Zoom after
worship on December 6, 2020, for the purpose of
electing new officers. The following were elected:
Elders:
Don Feld, (two-year term – class of 2022)
Terry Buzbee (three-year term – class of 2023)
Sarah Erickson (three-year term – class of 2023)
Tedra Henze (three-year term – class of 2023)
Doug Cooper (three-year term – class of 2023)
Ashley Johnson (three-year term) – class of 2023)
Deacons
Jim Grimmius (one-year term – class of 2021)
Keith & Diane Oleson (one-year term – class of
2021)
Jackie Hughes (three-year term – class of 2023)
Pat & Nancy Kremer (three-year term – class of
2023)
Paul & Karen Podhajsky (three-year term – class of
2023)
Brenda Miller (three-year term – class of 2023)
Nominating Committee – one-year terms – class of
2021
Lynn Bovenmyer (Elder)
Harlan Quick
Don Feld (Elder)
Karen Schoell
Jinita Boyd
Matt Tullis
Karen Schoell
Bethany Wirin
Financial Secretary/Treasurer
Linda Kauffman
Another “called” meeting of the congregation was
held via Zoom after worship on December 27,
2020, for the purpose of electing a Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) to immediately begin
the search process for a new pastor.
Those elected were:
Matt Tullis
Amy Drummer
Pat Kremer
Julie Lynch
Terry Buzbee
Bethany Wirin
Ashley Johnson
The Annual Meeting of
Marshalltown First
Presbyterian Church is
scheduled for Sunday,
January 24, 2021, at 10:15
a.m. via Zoom. The link will
be sent out by email.

The Magi’s story — and ours
The story of the Magi is
our story. God has used his
supernatural means to draw us
unto himself. … On one
glorious day, when we were
exhausted and wearied in our
sin, God led us to gaze upon
Jesus just as the Magi did. We see the glory of
God manifested through Jesus Christ in the
internal work of the Holy Spirit. We see our utter
sinfulness and God’s abounding grace offered in
the Messiah. We are filled with joy as this grace
sinks into our hearts.
We fall down on our knees and confess our
need of this Messiah. We worship him and offer up
our lives as our greatest offering to him. Then we
continue on in our lives, carrying the truth about the
Messiah.
—Travis Cunningham, tvcresources.net

Walnuts Available
Hank and Bonnie Bradbury once again have
black walnuts for sale for a free will donation that
will go to the orphanage in Central African
Republic (Carter Strand's mission). If you would
like some walnuts, give us a call at 752-3410
(leave a message if we are not here).
They are in 8 oz. bags which is about 2
cups. You can pick up at our house or we can
deliver. Thank you for your generosity to this
important mission.
---Bonnie Bradbury

Worship & Music News
The Worship & Music Committee would like to
thank Pastor Tom Bower, Jon Rottink, and
everyone who participated in our live-stream
services during 2020. Thank you to everyone who
sent emails and notes of encouragement to us
through this process. It lifted our spirits greatly!
A big thank you to Roger and Donita Anders for
their gift of the beautiful Yamaha piano to be used
in the Gathering Place. You are missed, but
this gift will always bring you to remembrance. We
are looking forward to a brighter, hopeful, healthier
2021!
---Wynona Anderson
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Family Nights in January
2021 will be live streamed on
Jan. 6, and Jan. 20, at 6:15
p.m.

Mosaics

Is Your Pledge Current?
Be sure to keep your pledge up to date by
mailing your donations to First Presbyterian
Church, 101 S. Center St., Marshalltown, Iowa
50158.

Circle News

If you do not have your mosaic tile
finished, now is the time to get them
done. Please put your name on the
back or in the corner so we can
assemble the mosaics when they are
returned. If you need help or will not be returning to
church right away, please contact Michelle for
assistance michelle@fpcmarshalltown.org. I can
also resend tiles that may have been misplaced or
damaged.
---Michelle Wilkinson

Truth + love
I refuse to accept the view
that mankind is so
tragically bound to the
starless midnight of racism
and war that the bright
daybreak of peace and
brotherhood can never
become reality.

Elizabeth Circle: Contact Lola
Rinnan (641-691-1436) for
information about their January
meeting.
Sarah Circle: Contact Jinita
Boyd (641-485-4147) for information
about their January meeting.

Christmas Program
Congratulations to the children on their amazing
Christmas program! Many thanks to Ashley
Johnson and Amber Young for directing and
producing this wonderful telling of the Christmas
story in a completely new format. If you have not
had a chance to see it yet, you can watch it here:
https://www.wevideo.com/view/1981252555
The program is also available with the full

I believe that unarmed
truth and unconditional
love will have the final word.
—Martin Luther King Jr.

Financial Report for Nov.
NOVEMBER 2020

Actual

Total Receipts
Budget

$33,241.00
39,014.00

Total Expenses
Budget

$20,740.00
33,945.00

introduction on the church’s Facebook page (First
Presbyterian Church - look under the “Live” tab on
the left-hand menu):
https://www.facebook.com/First-PresbyterianChurch-116655131691795/live_videos/

Year to Date:
Total Receipts
Budget
Difference

$326,028.00
383,900.00,
(57,872.00)

Total Expenses
Budget
Difference

($316,712.00)
376,955.00)
60,243.00
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Awesome Presbys
Awesome Presbys, our youth group for 5th – 8th
graders, continues to meet via Zoom on
Wednesdays. They will be wrapping up their study
on friendship shortly and have been working on a
service project to share joy and love with their
church family. When they looked back on 2020 they
had some astute thoughts. They were glad they
were safe, they were surprised by how quickly
things change, and they commented on their fear
and anxiety at times. But they also shared that they
remembered that “God’s got this!” The Awesome
Presbys were also amused that God made room for
more snow. Of their many God sightings in 2020,
the one that amazed them the most was Pastor
Tom’s being unharmed when the tree fell on his
truck during the derecho. They pray that the new
year is better and is filled with more hope.

Sunday School
The Sunday school children learned about Advent
and Christmas and worked hard on their Christmas
program this month. Families also went outside to
see the “Christmas star” – the conjunction of Jupiter
and Saturn. In January the kids will learn about the
baptism of Jesus and his temptation by Satan. We
will hold a Sunday school zoom meeting on
January 3, 2021.

Wednesday Club
Wednesday Club To Go ended on December 16th.
Though it was difficult to conduct this ministry
without meeting, it was a blessing to see the
children’s joy each week when they received their
bags. Thank you to all who contributed to our fund
to help our Wednesday Club families in these
difficult times. We were able to bless ten families
with gift cards this Christmas. In the words of one
family, “Wow!
Thank you to these people who have helped in
December: snacks – Barb McBride, Bert Tice,
and Phyllis Wubben; on camera and delivery –
Wynona Anderson, Doug Bacon, Tom Bower,
Matt Broshar, Jackie Hughes, Pat Kremer,
Nancy Van Wyk and Lee Wilkinson; and technical
“assistance” (i.e. making it all possible) Steve
Anderson.
The altar flower sign-up is
underway. Please call or email
the church office to request a
date to sponsor flowers for the
2020 year.

Where have you
seen God today?
Merry Christmas from 31 church families
the Christmas Eve service
beautiful music
the Christmas Star
seeing deer
family
snowy day
children’s Christmas
program
cousins
sleeping dog
Christmas cards from friends
our talented congregation members

Rock of ages
On walks, I enjoy searching for heart-shaped
rocks. One day in 2020, I spotted a broken heart,
which seemed fitting as illness, racism and
suffering dominated the headlines. I thought of
Psalm 34:18, NIV: “The Lord is close to the
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit.”
Humans can be hard-hearted — pointing fingers,
assuming the worst and failing to extend
compassion. We often reject people who look,
think or act differently from us. All these things
break hearts, including God’s. Only with his help
can we rise above hatred, learn to listen more than
we speak, and express kindness, empathy and a
willingness to learn.
Jesus, be our rock as we face life’s brokenness.
Stay near and start the healing. Amen.
—Julie Lee

The Emergency Food Box
continues with its adjusted
schedule. The open hours are 1:00 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday. If you have friends or
family who are struggling due to job loss, reduced
hours, or increased food needs, please inform
them we are here to serve anyone for
whatever reason.
Marshall County families can be served once a
month. They only need to show a valid photo
ID. The Emergency Food Box address is 109 S.
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3rd Street, Marshalltown (in parking lot of Elim
Lutheran Church). Please phone if you have
questions is 641-753-0486.
Monetary donations are always appreciated. It
is suggested they be sent to Emergency Food Box,
PO Box 391, Marshalltown, IA 50158. The
Emergency Food Box especially wants to thank the
community for its generous support during this
difficult time.
We are always looking for Food Box
volunteers. We have many different types of
opportunities that are available, and we are very
flexible in arranging times to fit your
schedule! Contact: Cindy Staron, 752-4868.

we preach the good news to all nations. I invite you
to learn and practice new ideas and opportunities
with me. To think outside the box!
What a great time to reflect on our personal
message to the world. What an opportunity to
minister to each other. To let iron sharpen iron. To
be a church of “preachers” that stand ready to
share the Good news. What a great gift to give our
next pastor! A book of “sermons” from their new
flock that would share the collective heart posture
of this congregation! What a great to time to ask
ourselves “what message is my life declaring!” Join
me?!
Psalm 105:1 Give praise to
the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among
the nations what he has done.
In His Grip,

Orlyn and Doris Langenbau
would like to thank the Deacons
for the beautiful poinsettia plant
and the plateful of goodies.
Irene Hopp says “thank you
very much” to the Deacons for
the beautiful poinsettia at Christmas.
Wow! Thank you so much for all your hard work
in keeping this going and for the incredibly
generous gift card. Thank you so much! What a
blessing! – The Schrader family (a Wednesday
Club family)

Church family,
I give thanks to God
for you! It has been a
challenging year, but I’m
thankful that we have been able to walk through it
hand in hand. Truly, “Blessed be the Tie that
Binds” has been the anthem of our congregation. It
has been a testimony to our faithfulness to one
another, but most importantly to our God. Sunday I
encouraged us to “RUN”, come what may, with this
truth and testimony to our hurting world in 2021.
Earlier this year I shared a common saying:
“Every Christian should have at least one sermon in
them.” I encouraged you all to write your “sermon.”
This could take whatever form it needs to take. A
written sermon, a poem, a song, a letter. I
personally will be shifting my preaching from the
pulpit to explore preaching in some new and
exciting ways, and to encourage us as a
congregation to RUN together this coming year as

Jon Rottink

DECEMBER SESSION ACTIONS
The Stated Session meeting of First
Presbyterian Church, Marshalltown met via
Zoom, December 15, 2020.
Moderator Rev. Tom Bower opened the
Session meeting at 7:00 p.m. Pat Hemming
presented the devotions and prayer.
There was a quorum in attendance.
Motion prevailed to approve the November
17, 2020 Session minutes with an amendment
to approve the minutes from the Dec. 6, 2020
congregational meeting.
Staff reports were presented.
Finances: Matt Broshar presented the financials
noting giving was up a little due to November being
a five Sunday month, but still behind the last three
years. Giving is behind 2019 giving but we have a
positive cash flow. Spending is below the budget.
Finance/Stewardship: Matt reported the
proposed budget for 2021 reflects a full year with a
full pastor. There were no staff salary increases
again this year. Motion prevailed to approve the
2021 budget of $405,169.
Mission/Evangelism: Dave Freel reported that
$4,800 is being carried over in their budget.
Worship & Music: Wynona Anderson reported
the committee was working with Pastor Tom on
planning the Christmas Eve service. They are
continuing to compile a database of people in the
congregation who may need technical assistance to
participate in church life. Communion for December
was live-streamed, and it will be for the Christmas
Eve service as well.
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Christian Ed: Doug Bacon Ashley Johnson and
Amber Young are working on the Christmas
program. Ashley reported that around 30 children
participated, and they are now editing. The program
will be shown on Facebook on December 20th.
A & P: Did not meet in December. Richie Ritter
reported that staff reviews will be held next year.
Agenda items will be passed to the next chairman.
He thanked the committee and Pastor Tom for all
their hard work during this difficult year.
Membership & Involvement: Heather Rottink
reported that Soup & Sing will be December 16th with
soup pick-up followed by live-stream caroling. They
are working on a movie night Jan. 13 and a possible
trivia night in Feb.
Property: Don Feld reported that the snow
fencing has been installed on the roof. The brick
masons have not yet come. The barber shop has
vacated the Gathering Place, and the handicap
ramp has rotted and needs to be removed. The
lavalier microphones need to be replaced as the
cords are wearing out, and a new set of
headphones is also needed for the soundboard.
Church Reopening: Don Feld reported the
church did not reopen on Nov. 29, and that the
positivity rate in Marshalltown is still too high to
reconvene.
Other: Motion prevailed to call a
congregational meeting to accept nominations for
the Pastor Nominating Committee on Sunday,
December 27, 2020 via Zoom. Motion prevailed
for the Pastor’s housing for 2021 to be set at
$18,000.
Don Feld will present the devotions for the
January 2021 Session meeting.
Pastor Tom Bower thanked all the elders who
have completed their term and are going off
Session this year.
Motion prevailed to adjourn the meeting. The
meeting was closed at 8:00 with prayer by Rev.
Tom Bower and the group repeated the “Lord’s
Prayer.”

Newsletter deadline with FEB. 2021
information is due Wednesday, Jan. 20,
2021 for anyone wanting to submit an
article.

Members in mission making a difference.
GOOD NEWS from First Presbyterian Church is
published monthly. Deadline for the following
issue is published in the calendar. Comments and
contributions are welcome.
Church office phone: 641-753-5929
Web Site www.fpcmarshalltown.org
Email Church at church@fpcmarshalltown.org
Pastor at tjbower@yahoo.com
Youth & Families Director at jrottink@hotmail.com
Office Mgr./Editor at church@fpcmarshalltown.org
Christian Education Director at
michelle@fpcmarshalltown.org

Reminder:
Jan. 1 — New Year’s Day
Jan. 6 — Epiphany & Family Night
Jan. 13 – Movie Night
Jan. 18 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Jan. 19 – Session
Jan. 20 – Family Night
Jan. 24—Annual Meeting
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January 2021 Birthday/Prayer Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Robert Smith

3

4

Julie Avise
Preston Johnson
Barb Schrum
Nancy VanWyk

Elliot Young

10

11

5

6

Estelle Perkins

Faith Banissan
Brice Duff
Harlan Quick

7

8

9
Richard Ritter

Keith Oleson
Brent Thiessen

12

13

14

15

16

Diane Welch

Lori Avise
Piper Pietig

Michael Anderson

Norm Egli
Dorothy Wilson

Linda
Kauffman

Elizabeth
Anderson

17

18

19

20

21

Deb Avise
Rollie Freel

Mallory Henze
Tedra Henze

Tim Bell
Doug Boyd
Ryan VanWyk

Wynona
Anderson

27

28

24

25

26

Cassie Nason
Emily SeversonBowles

Bill Curler
Ashton
McKibben

22

23
Darren Bacon
Garry Rottink

29
Gratia
Hancock
Ed Jackson

31
Nic Albright
Kevin Severson

Good News from First Presbyterian Church, Dec. 31, 2020, page 7

30

First Presbyterian Church
January 2021
Sun

3
9:00 a Worship - online

Mon

Tue

4

5

6:30p W & M
10:00am Staff Mtg.
Meeting - Zoom
5:30pm – A & P
7:30p CE Meeting Meeting-Zoom
- Zoom

Church building is closed to
everyone except staff & small Church building is
church group meetings.
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group mtgs

Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group meetings

Wed

6

Thu

7

12
10:00am Staff Mtg.

Movie Night

9:00 a Worship - online

5:00p – Finance
via Zoom

Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group meetings

Church building is closed to Church building is closed to
everyone except staff &
everyone except staff & small
small church group
church group meetings
meetings

17

18

9:00 a Worship - online

Martin Luther King 10:00am Staff Mtg.
Jr Day

19

Church building is
Church building is closed to
everyone except staff & small closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group meetings
church group
meetings

24

25

Church building is
closed to everyone
10:15 a Annual meeting – except staff & small
church group mtgs.

9:00 a Worship – online
zoom

31

13

14

20 Newsletter Articles 21

New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group
meetings

8

15
Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group meetings

22

9
Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group
meetings

16
Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group
meetings

23

Due

Church building is
6:15p Family Night –
closed to everyone
Live streamed
except staff & small
church group meetings Church building is closed to
everyone except staff &
7:00 p.m. Sessionsmall church group
Zoom
meetings

26

2

Church building is
Church building is closed to
everyone except staff & small closed to everyone
Church building is closed to church group meetings
except staff & small
everyone except staff &
church group meetings
small church group
meetings

11

Sat

1

6:15p Family Night –
Live Streamed

10

Church building is
Church building is closed to
closed to everyone
everyone except staff & small except staff & small
church group meetings
church group
meetings

Fri

27

Church building is
Church building is closed to closed to everyone
everyone except staff &
except staff & small
small church group meetings church group meetings

28

10:00am Staff Mtg.

Church building is closed to Church building is closed to
Church building is closed everyone except staff &
everyone except staff & small
to everyone except staff small church group meetings church group meetings
& small church group
mtgs.

9:00 a Worship – online
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Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group
meetings

29

30

Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group meetings

Church building is
closed to everyone
except staff & small
church group
meetings
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